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<<<< Final notification of reasons for refusal >>>> 

This application should be refused for the 
reasons mentioned below. If the applicant has any 
argument against the reasons, such argument should be 
submitted within 60 days from the dispatch date of this 
notification. 

Reasons 



below could be readily made by a person having 
ordinary skill in the art prior to the filing date of the 
present application, based on the invention described 



Representative: 
Applied Provision: 



Patent Law Art. 29(2) 



Yoshiki HASEGAWA et al. 



Since the invention in the claims mentioned 



in the distributed publication mentioned below or made 

available to the public over telecommunication lines in 

Japan or any foreign country prior to the filing date of 

the present application, it is not patentable in 

compliance with Patent Law Article 29(2). 

Note (for cited documents, see the list of cited 

documents) 

Claims: 1-24 

Cited documents: 1, 2 

Note: 

The cited document 1 describes that, when 
switching between a frame mode and a field mode for 
each encoding unit, encoding is performed by a block 
consisting of N x M (M = 2N) pixels. Particularly, 
see FIG. 2(A). 

In addition, it is merely a well-known technique 
to perform encoding by the block consisting of N x N 
pixels in the frame mode or the field mode. 

It is also merely a well-known technique to 
encode an image by the block by partitioning the 
image into regions, as described in FIGS. 35 and 36 of 
the cited document 2, for example. 

List of Cited Documents 
1. JP 3-1688 A 



2. JP 10-4549 A 



Reasons that this is final notification of reasons for 
refusal 

This notification is one which notifies only the 
reasons for refusal which is necessitated by 
amendments made is response to the previous 
notification of reasons for refusal. 

Upon filing an amendment of the claims, it 
should be made sure that the invention in the claims is 
not identical or substantially identical to that 
described in the claims, when granted (see Japanese 
Patent Publication No. 3504256), of the original 
application of the present application. 

Record of the result of prior art search 
Technical field(s) to be searched 
IPC H04N 7/24 - 7/68 

This record is not a component(s) of the reasons for 
refusal. 

For inquiry concerning the contents of this 



notification of reasons for refusal or for request for 
interview concerning the present application, please 
contact the following: 

Daigoro SAKADOU, Electronic Image Devices 
Division, Fourth Patent Examination Department 
TEL 03-3581-1101 (ex. 3581) 
FAX 03-3501-0715 
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